FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 16, 2026

‘Department of Commerce Announces Transition of Cannabis Regulatory Functions to ABTC
Under Executive Order 2025-005’

Saipan, CNMI. The Department of Commerce announced today that, under Executive Order
No. 2025-005, the regulatory functions previously administered by the Commonwealth
Cannabis Commission will transition to the Department of Commerce’s Alcohol Beverage and
Tobacco Control (ABTC) Division.

Executive Order 2025-005, issued on November 18, 2025, provides for the transfer of duties and
responsibilities for regulating cannabis under CNMI law to Commerce/ABTC and directs that the
Managing Director and Commission staff (excluding Commissioners) transfer to Commerce to
continue their duties under the supervision of the Secretary of Commerce or designee.

Importantly, Executive Order 2025-005 also maintains the existing cannabis statutory and
regulatory legal framework—Title 4, Division 5, Chapter 21 of the Commonwealth Code and
Title 180 of the NMIAC—in full force and effect. The Order further provides that references to
the “Commission” and “Commissioners” are to be read as ABTC and the Secretary of
Commerce, respectively, once the Order becomes effective.

Effective Date and Operational Readiness

Executive Order 2025-005 becomes effective sixty (60) days after submission to the Legislature,
unless modified or disapproved by a majority of each house. Based on the current transition
timeline, the Department anticipates an effective date of January 18, 2026, subject to the
Legislature’s constitutional review process and the EQ’s effective date requirement.

To ensure an orderly transition and continuity of service, the Department further announced
that full operational implementation under Commerce/ABTC will commence on Tuesday,
January 20, 2026, as Monday, January 19, 2026, is a holiday. ABTC is implementing internal
workflows, records-transfer procedures, and staff integration steps in advance of the effective
date so that regulatory administration can proceed without interruption.

Where to Submit Cannabis Applications (New and Renewal)

For public convenience, the Department will accept cannabis applications for new licenses and
renewals at the newly opened One Stop Business Permitting Center, located at the former
Medicaid office on Pohnpei Way, Capitol Hill Road, Government Building No. 1252.
Applications may be submitted for intake and processing, with regulatory actions taking effect
consistent with the Executive Order’s effective date.



Statement from Secretary of Commerce Remedio C. Mafnas

“Executive Order 2025-005 provides a clear administrative pathway for the continued regulation
of cannabis under existing CNMI law,” said Secretary of Commerce Remedio C. Mafnas. “Our
priority is continuity, accountability, and transparency. The Department of Commerce and ABTC
are taking the necessary internal steps to ensure that staff, records, and operational procedures
are in place to support a smooth transition when the Executive Order becomes effective.”

Statement from ABTC Director David R. Maratita

“ABTC is focused on operational readiness and service continuity for the regulated community,”
said ABTC Director David R. Maratita. “As we implement this transition, our approach is to
maintain the existing legal and regulatory requirements, provide clear guidance to licensees,
and ensure our administrative processes and records management are prepared ahead of the
effective date. We will continue working closely with the current administration, Legislative and
Commerce leaderships and relevant partners to ensure a smooth, orderly transfer consistent
with Executive Order 2025-005 and applicable CNMI law.”

What Licensees and the Public Should Expect
o Existing legal and regulatory requirements remain in effect.

e ABTC will serve as the administering authority upon the Executive Order’s effective
date.

e Transferred staff will continue supporting the program within Commerce/ABTC, under
the Secretary’s supervision or designee.

¢ The Department will issue additional public guidance as the effective date approaches.



